
AT A  GLANCE 
• First day of Bharat Summit 
sees over 450 foreign delegates 
from nearly 100 countries 
• Delegates discuss gender 
justice, youth politics, climate 
change, & Telangana's progress 
• Pahalgam 
terror attack 
dominates 
conversations 
on the sidelines 

• AICC president  lw-
Mallikarjun 
Kharge, CM 
Revanth Reddy 
skip event 

Pahalgam takes centre 
stage at Bharat Summit 
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Hyderabad: The first day of 
the Bharat Summit 2025 in 
Hyderabad brought together 
450 foreign delegates from 
nearly 100 countries, along 
with Congress leaders and 
elected representatives, for 
discussions on gender justi-
ce, youth politics, climate 
change, and Telangana's 
progress. However, the spot-
light was stolen by the Pahal-
gam terror attack, which do-
minated conversations at 
the summit's sidelines. 

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi. who was expected to 
attend the inaugural ses-
sion, rushed to Pahalgam to 
meet the victims' families 
BC welfare minister Pon-
nam Prabhakar hinted that 
Gandhi may attend the sum-
mit's closing session, where 
the 'Hyderabad Declaration' 
will be announced. 

In light of the attack, the 
Union home ministry issued 
high alerts across states. Se-
curity was tightened at the 
HICC venue, and the Cong-
ress govt kept the event low-
key on Day 1. AICC president 
Mallikarjun Kharge and chi-
ef minister A Revanth Reddy 
also skipped the event. Depu- 

ty CM Bhatti Vikramarka sa-
id the summit's goal was to 
showcase Telangana's lea-
dership in progressive go-
vernance. "This is about re-
asserting Congress valu-
es—non-violence, truth, and 
social justice—as guiding 
principles for global peace," 
Bhatti said. 

Investor-friendly policies 
He highlighted Telanga-

na's investor-friendly polici-
es and urged delegates to in-
vest in the state. "The sum-
mit is being held based on the 
basic principles of the Cong-
ress party, and in this sum-
mit, peace lovers, those who 
seek global justice, and those 
with progressive ideas parti- 

cipated in discussions," 
Bhatti said. "We explained to 
the representatives how the 
Congress' core principles 
are being taken forward by 
combining social justice and 
development," he added. 

Meanwhile, the summit 
was marred by controversy 
over a map displayed during 
the event that allegedly ex-
cluded Pakistan-occupied 
Jammu & Kashmir and La-
dakh. BJP leaders condem-
ned it, accusing Congress of 
sending "a dangerous mes-
sage to world" and betraying 
national sovereignty. A BJP 
post on X called it "anti-na-
tional behaviour" accusing 
Congress of "crossing every 
red line." 
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